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her allies. Our present envoy (this is the real gist of
this shockingly written and almost idiotic lucubration)
is one of Prince Bismarck's most trusted assistants, and
he must be regarded as specially suited for the task of
securing our interests in the impeding division of the
inheritance."

At that time a similar opinion of the importance of
the gentleman in question was expressed in most of the
German newspapers, which I happened to see, those that
had no opinions of their own adopting the high estimate
contained in the other papers.    Foreign journals also,
and in particular those of Vienna  and Paris, and indeed
even the President of the French Republic, regarded
KeudelFs mission as an event.    G-ambetta's organ, the
jRdpublique Franpaise, wrote : " We announced a few
days ago that it was probable Herr von Keudell, Coun-
cillor of Embassy, would be nominated to the post of
German Envoy at Constantinople, and we called atten-
tion at the same time to the great political significance
of this  appointment.    A Berlin  correspondent of the
Vienna Fremden-Blatt confirms the importance of this
news.    The selection of Herr von Keudell for the post
in question, and its acceptance by such a personage, is
in fact regarded in Berlin as a political event.    Doubts
were  entertained  whether  Herr  von   Keudell   would
accept this post, which had been frequently offered to
him, but which he had always declined.    The fact of
his   now  accepting   it   at   the   urgent  desire  of the
Imperial Chancellor, proves that he   must in this in-
stance have yielded solely to considerations of duty of
the highest moment.     The importance which is gene-
rally ascribed to   this incident is  due to the circum-
stance that Herr von Keudell is the statesman who has
perhaps most  frankly supported the policy of a good